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The cancer that killed Jac- 
queline Kennedy Onassis late 
Thursday progressed quickly. 

Since announcing in Febru- 
ary that she suffered from non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Onassis 
had undergone chemotherapy 
and radiation treatment. 

The New York Times report- 
ed today that Onassis had 
slipped into a coma Thursday, 
and the cancer had spread to 
her liver and brain. 

What began with flu-like 
symptoms seemed to spread 
swiftly, but that is not uncom- 
mon for non-Hodgkin’s lym- 
phoma, one of the fastest-rising 
cancers in the USA. 

This year, about 45,000 new 
cases of non-Hodgkin's lym- 
phoma will be diagnosed, and 
21,200 people will die. 

The cancer attacks the 
lymph system, which process- 
es white blood cells, which in 
turn bolster the immune sys- 
tem. Tumors can arise any- 
where in the body where there 
are lymph $odes and lymphat- 
ic channels, including the stom- 
ach, causing ulcere, and the 
lungs or chest cavity, making 
breathing difficult. 

Survival rates depend on 
how advanced the cancer is 
and whether it is slow-growing 
or aggressive. 

The non-Hodgkin’s part of 
the name refers to Hodgkin's 
disease, a more specific type of 
lymph system cancer. 


